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The Royal Gazette has the largest audience of any
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other media outlet in Bermuda, annually reaching 99
.com
www.royalgazette

percent of all residents through both print and digital
content. That’s essentially every adult on the island,
from St. David’s to Dockyard. Royal Gazette readers
are engaged every day via the daily newsletter and
realtime alerts that give instant notifications about
important issues and breaking news.

RG NEWS HAS THE HIGHEST REACH
OF ALL NEWS OUTLETS IN BERMUDA
(Compared with Bernews, Today in Bermuda, TNN,
Bermuda News As It Happens)
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As Bermuda’s only daily, RG print reached

84% of residents aged
18 years and older

RG print was especially popular
with residents 55 years and over.
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PRINT NEWSPAPER
The Royal Gazette delivers news in Bermuda and is referred to as ‘the
official gazette.’ Our policy-driven journalism provides the content
residents have come to depend on for the past 190 years. We showcase
the unique culture that is Bermuda, written to support all points of view
creating a two-way dialogue between our readers and our journalists.
Within the pages of The Royal Gazette you will find News,
Business, Lifestyle, Sport, Overseas, Obituaries and Classified
sections daily.
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King Street fire: the BFRS response
Fiona McWhirter
Problems with a Hamilton fire engine
and a string of emergencies within
hours of each other meant an out-oftown reserve tender was called to a
blazing home in the city, it has been
revealed.
Wayne Caines, the Minister of National Security, explained that a backup truck in Warwick was ordered to

Man stable
after stabbing
outside
Hamilton
Club

attend a blaze in Pembroke — about a
short drive away from the Fire Station
on King Street.
The fire on Union Street on December 7, cost a family of seven, including
well-known para-sportsman Omar
Hayward, their home and belongings.
Businesses, support agencies and
members of the community have since
rallied round to help.
Mr Caines said: “For a family to lose
their home right before Christmas is

most disturbing. I am aware that when
notification was received of this incident, fire service personnel and equipment were already attending two previously reported fire-related events.
“As such, the fire service was in the
unusual circumstances of having to
manage three significant fire-related emergencies over a relatively short
eight-hour period.
“Furthermore, the Hamilton Fire
Station duty vehicle experienced me-

chanical problems which prevented its
use.”
Mr Caines added: “In these circumstances, fire service personnel immediately switch to the reserve vehicle, a process that involves transferring essential
pieces of equipment between vehicles
and increases the time to respond.
“As a result of this unfortunate combination of events, and in efforts to have
fire-suppression equipment attend this
incident as soon as possible, the standby

fire service vehicle located in Warwick
was ordered.
“It arrived at the scene 12 minutes
after the initial call, followed shortly
thereafter, by the Hamilton fire service
vehicle.”
Mr Caines said: “Considering these
facts, I have full confidence that the
men and women of the Bermuda Fire
and Rescue Service were committed
to attend the scene of this incident as

Continued on Page 2
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Jonathan Bell
A man wanted in connection
with a Christmas Eve stabbing
outside a bar has turned himself
in to police.
The 35-year-old man was
knifed in the chest near Place’s
Place on Hamilton’s Dundonald
Street. The injured man was said
on Wednesday to be “stable” in
intensive care at the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital.
The man was rushed to hospital for emergency surgery with
“life-threatening” wounds after the attack, which happened
about 5.30pm outside the bar
on the junction of Dundonald
Street and Court Street.
Anyone with information
should contact Detective Inspector Kenten Trott on 7172345 or 295-0011. People can
also use the confidential Crime
Stoppers hotline on 800-8477.

‘Fantastic’
Gombeys
entertain
tourists
Jonathan Bell
Gombey troupes turned out
with their trademark drums,
whistles and regalia for their
traditional Boxing Day parade
around the island.
The performance by Place’s
Gombeys at the Hamilton
Princess & Beach Club delivered a unique experience for
guests. Polly and Harry Martin,
first-time visitors to Bermuda,
watched the performance in the
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Nasdaq tops
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Proud mother: Savanna Ramotar holds newborn Saunto Lorenzo Wilson, who arrived just after 11am on Christmas Day, weighing just over 7lb

Baby Saunto arrives early, spreads Christmas cheer
Jonathan Bell

Saunto Wilson became Bermuda’s only
Christmas Day baby — despite not being
expected to put in an appearance for another two days.
Proud parents Savanna Ramotar and
Khyren Wilson said a lot of friends and

family had hoped for a Christmas Day
birth.
Ms Ramotar, 22, said: “He came early. A lot of people told me he would be
a Christmas baby, so people definitely
wished this on me. Everybody’s just happy that he is here.”
Saunto, whose middle name is Lorenzo, arrived just after 11am at the King

Edward VII Memorial Hospital’s maternity unit, weighing just over 7lb.
The couple, from St David’s, said they
hoped to get their new son home in two
days — the day he was scheduled to be
delivered.
Mr Wilson added: “I’m just excited.
I’m tired of waiting; waiting makes me
nervous. I had to just sit back and wait.”

Mr Wilson said: “Finally seeing him,
that’s when it really hit me.”
Ms Ramotar added she was aware that
babies born on Christmas Day often felt
short-changed on the gift front because
their birthdays were overshadowed by the
festive season.
But she promised: “He is going to get
everything.”
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Firm restructuring debt

Bottles of bubbles

Rangers’ Boxing Day punch Execution in Japan

Submarine cable company Seabras 1
Bermuda Ltd has filed for bankruptcy
protection in the US as it pursues
a secured debt-restructuring plan it
expects to complete in 2020.

Michael Robinson recommends
some of the best sparkling wines
from around the world if you fancy
trying something different from
a festive glass of champagne.

Southampton Rangers earned a place
in the Friendship Trophy final on New
Year’s Day as Shayne Hollis and
Jahrizinho Bassett scored against
Robin Hood at Wellington Oval.
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First foreigner executed in ten years,
Wei Wei, 40, was hanged at a detention
centre in Fukuoka, where he had been
on death row for more than 16 years
after murdering a family in 2003.

OVERSEAS 15-16

This section attracts
readers interested in:
Politics, Court, Crime,
Tourism, Education, Health,
Environment, Overseas, Labour
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McTominay injury
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at Vesey Street

Page 33

sport.royalgazette.com

Nagel sitting
pretty in
prestigious
yacht race

Page 19

Grape Expectations:
bottles of bubbles
from around world
Page 22

On display: Zoe Dyson Hedstrom
with her piece at the Hamilton
Princess & Beach Club

Colin Thompson
Image by Google Maps/Google Earth

Telecoms connection: the
Seabras-1 submarine fibreoptic cable directly links New
York and São Paulo

Subsea cable
company
acts to
restructure
debt
Scott Neil
Assistant Business Editor

Marilyn Zuill, operations
manager for Sail Bermuda, added: “Going through the NSSC
process helped us better understand the importance of excellent and consistent service.
It’s motivated us to work even
harder, and we look forward to
growing as a team and company
as a result.”
The programme’s criteria
over the course of a year ranges
from customer, staff and management surveys to “mystery
shopper” visits and online ratings via portals such as Trip Advisor and Google. Successful entities are identified on the BTA
website with a pink star and appear at the top of search listings
in their respective sectors.
The other 23 businesses to
qualify for certification are:
& Partners, Alexandra Mosher Studio Jewellery, Barracuda
Grill, Beauty Queen Day Spa,
Bermuda Bride, Bermuda Perfumery, Bermuda Transit Services, Devil’s Isle Café, Dolphin Quest, Dowling’s Marine
& Auto Services, Flanagan’s
Irish Pub, Frog & Onion Pub,
Fun Golf, Inverurie Executive

Submarine
cable
company
Seabras 1 Bermuda Ltd has filed
for bankruptcy protection in
the US as it pursues a secured
debt-restructuring plan.
Severe price drops on a fibreoptic cable system between the
US and Brazil have been cited as
the reason why it, together with
its subsidiary Seabras 1 USA
LLC, filed voluntary petitions
for relief under Chapter 11 of
the US Bankruptcy Code.
The petitions were filed on
December 22.
The construction of a competing, larger and newer underwater cable project, and the
Brazilian economy collapse, led
to “severe price drops” on the
Seabras-1 cable system between
New York and São Paulo, and
led to customers shifting to buying small amounts of capacity
on the cable for one to two-year
leases, paid monthly, rather than
the previously expected “frontend payments” of large cash
amounts.
Larry Schwartz, chief executive officer of Seabras 1 Bermuda and Seabras 1 USA, described those market landscape
changes in a New York court
document.
Seabras 1 Bermuda, and a
number of its subsidiaries, own
the Seabras-1 fibre-optic cable
system between New York and
São Paulo.
The company has directors
registered in Bermuda, and was
an exempted company incorporated under Bermuda’s laws
when it, along with others, entered into a financing agreement
in 2015.
But a downturn in business
caused Seabras 1 Bermuda to
default under the agreement and
ultimately file for bankruptcy
protection, Mr Schwartz explained in the court document.
Separately, in a letter to customers and vendors on Monday,
he said the reason for the Chapter 11 move was to restructure
Seabras 1 Bermuda’s secured
debt.
“The restructuring process is
a very positive development for
the companies’ business and for
the companies’ loyal customers.
It will provide the best opportunity to enable the business to
not just survive, but prosper,” he
said.
According to a statement,
Seabras 1 Bermuda and Seabras
1 USA expect to complete the
process relating to the Chapter
11 filings within the next few
months, and to emerge within the second quarter of 2020,
subject to all required approvals.

Continued on Page 12
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Top experience: executive coach Camille Trott is setting up a Bermudian-based business
entity he was speaking at,” she said. “I was
making sure he understood the audience,
was prepared and preparing those briefings to him.”
Mr Blank hosted President Barack
Obama when he visited Atlanta in May 2013.
Ms Trott helped to co-ordinate the visit.
Eventually, she decided that if she
started her own business in Atlanta she
could help even more people.
“Most recently I did a year-long development programme for the Georgia
World Congress Centre authority,” she
said. “That involved corporate training as
well as executive level coaching.”
Right now, in Bermuda, she is focused
on making connections.
“I am trying to get out and get involved,” she said. “I have attended several BEDC events. I am in the process

of scheduling a lot of different meetings
with different people. I am really building
relationships.”
Her plan is not to have an office. “I
don’t see that as being a problem,” she
said. “There are so many meeting spaces in Bermuda. There are plenty of great
venues here for workplace training.”
Being a small boutique company she
has the ability to customise her approach
to each client.
When it comes to corporate training,
she develops her own programmes. And
she tries to individualise them to each
company. She doesn’t do “canned”.
“I go in and build a relationship,” she
said. “I do an assessment to see what the
company’s needs are.”
She has found that a lot of companies
don’t invest in coaching and training for

Photograph supplied

entry-level positions. “A lot of corporate
training is for the senior level executives,”
she said.
“I am finding employees feel more valued when the company is helping them
to develop to grow into other positions.
I build a development programme for
administrative professionals on a management level. They can see themselves
as thought partners and business partners
and really feel their voice being heard.
They have something to contribute so
they are not just attending these meetings with the larger executives but really
feeling like they are a player in the bigger
picture. That has had great success.”
• For more information call 704-4340 or
e-mail ctrott@austincomms.com. See her
website at www.austincomms.com

Business Staff
Four tourism-related businesses
have qualified for certification
that recognises top-level customer service standards.
Strykz Bowling Lounge in
St David’s, Hog Penny Restaurant & Pub in Hamilton, charter
business Sail Bermuda, and the
Bermuda Tourism Authority’s
Bermuda Visitor Services Centres in Dockyard, St George
and Hamilton, are this season’s
inductees to receive National
Service Standards Certification.
The BTA’s four-year-old
National Service Standard Programme now counts a total of 27
certified entities.
BVSC is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BTA. Jakai Franks,
BVSC manager of operations,
said: “After vigorous training,
role-playing and coaching, it
feels good to know my team received certifications for all three
of our centres. We’re excited to
be among this group of qualified
businesses, and we’ll ensure visitors and locals get world-class
service when they visit us.”
Philip Bailey, owner of the

LifestyLe
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Jessie Moniz Hardy
As an executive coach, Camille Trott has
worked with everyone from Home Depot
co-founder Arthur Blank to the Atlanta
Falcons.
Now she is setting up shop in Bermuda
with leadership development and consulting firm Austin Trott International.
Previously based in Atlanta, Georgia,
she moved to the island with her Bermudian
husband, pastor David Trott, two years ago.
“Primarily, I will be doing consulting,” Ms Trott said. “I do a lot of business
development, helping with new initiatives
and launching businesses.”
She also does some speech coaching.
Since the relocation, she has been regularly going back and forth between Bermuda and Atlanta where she runs Austin
Communications.
“Austin Communications has been
going well in Atlanta,” she said. “I would
really like to venture off and do the same
thing here.”
Austin Trott International is incorporated now and ready to take on clients.
“I thought having a business here
might make it feel more like home,” she
said. “I am not one to just wake up and
wonder what I am doing the next day. I
thought maybe I could make an impact
and be a part of the fabric of the community I live in.”
She sees Austin Trott International’s
clients as being mainly small to
medium-sized corporate businesses and
entrepreneurs, but she is well equipped to
deal with larger companies.
She first started working for AMB
Group LLC in Atlanta 18 years ago.
AMB is the parent company and investment and support services of the Blank
family of businesses which includes the
PGA TOUR Superstore, Atlanta Falcons
Football Club, Mercedes-Benz Stadium,
and other things.
“I spent 18½ years working for Arthur
Blank,” Ms Trott said. “I started my career as an executive assistant, but over the
years I was promoted, but really landed
in the communications space, and working with him directly. That is where the
coaching came about because I was working with someone at a very high business
level.”
She was in charge of executive communications. Any time Mr Blank had
a speaking engagement, whether it was
business, philanthropic or civic, she was
responsible for his executive briefings.
“I was the liaison between him and the

Customer service elevates tourism businesses
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Continued on Page 2
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Standard bearers: BTA staff with newly certified businesses. From left, BTA tourism standards
and training manager Rasheeda Burgess; BVSC employee Nadia Silva; BTA chief operating
officer Karla Lacey; Dawnette Darrell of BVSC; Sail Bermuda’s Marilyn Zuill, Brad Tatem,
Caleb Zuill and Chris Andrew; Philip Bailey of Strykz Bowling Lounge; Hog Penny’s Joanna
Wellman and Lucian Marele; BTA learning development co-ordinator Eron Woods

Down and dirty: action from the Boxing Day motocross racing at the Bermuda Motorsports Park in Southside, St David’s
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Rangers pack Boxing Day punch
Robin Hood

0

Southampton

2

Hollis 45 pen, Bassett 80

Ralph Bean
Southampton Rangers earned a
place in the Friendship Trophy
final on New Year’s Day with
a victory over Robin Hood at
Wellington Oval yesterday.
Shayne Hollis and Jahrizinho
Bassett struck on either side of
the half to cap off a solid performance by a determined Rangers side, much to the delight of
coach Jomar Wilkinson, whose
team will face Devonshire Cougars at Somerset Cricket Club.
“I’m pleased with the way my
players executed the game plan
today,” Wilkinson said. “Being
on a bigger pitch, we chose to
load the midfield with numbers
to manage the share of possession and keep them honest defensively. I thought we did that
well and we were also able to
take a couple of our chances to
come out on top.”

Photograph by Akil Simmons

Fighting for possession: Rai Sampson, left, of Rangers,
challenges Hood’s Tomiko Goater at Wellington Oval
Both teams, although spirited
in their approach, were very unsettled on the ball for large periods of the first half, with most
attacks fizzling into nothing before the final third.
It was not until the stroke
of half-time that Rangers were
awarded a penalty after their
first concise passage of play.

Donte Brangman was the man
bundled over inside the box after beating his marker to leave
referee Anthony Francis with no
choice but to blow for a penalty.
Hollis has been reliable from
the spot as of late for Rangers,
and was on target once again,
striking his effort firmly into
the top corner to claim the lead

SPORT

going into the interval. Hood
came out the sharper after the
break, stringing a few passes
together and having a few good
looks at goal. Tomiko Goater’s
volley from range went just over
the bar and goalkeeper Shaquille
Bean showed safe hands, holding on to a low drive from Che
Brangman from the edge of the
box.
Wilkinson made a change on
the hour mark, bringing on Damon Ming with good effect.
The experienced midfielder
was in on the action right away,
winning the ball in midfield,
playing Bassett down the right
side but Kamali Davis could not
connect at the back post with his
outstretched boot.
Hood continued to search for
an equaliser as substitute Shakir
Smith came close with a wellstruck effort from 25 yards, but
Bean saved with a strong palm
parrying over the bar.
Rangers were always a threat
on the counterattack as the game
wore on and they would eventually find their second in the 80th
minute.
A quick, short corner caught

TEAMS
Robin Hood (4-3-3): J Simons —
J Perriera (sub: L Steede, 79min),
A Russell, J Bather, A Bell —
L Evans, P Parsons (sub:
S Smith, 65), J Corday (sub:
E Outerbridge, 83) — T Goater,
L Simmons, C Brangman.
Substitutes not used: A Astwood,
Z Burgess, C Castle, A Nelson,
C Ryan. Booked: Parsons.
Southampton Rangers (4-3-3):
S Bean — I Taylor, R Sampson,
M Burch, M Nisbett-Tankard —
K Davis , Q Maynard (sub:
R Wright, 78) — D Brangman —
S Hollis, K Wilson (sub:
D Ming, 60), J Bassett (sub
J Bean, 85). Substitutes not
used: T Wilkinson, J Hill, N Mello.
Referee: A Francis.

Hood napping and the resulting
cross from Ming was met perfectly by the diving Bassett, who
glanced his header in at the far
post.
Hood continued to play,
pushing numbers forward, but
Rangers were resolute in their
defending and maintained the
shut-out.

Emily Nagel and her teammates on board the 69-foot yacht
Naval Group are making good
progress after setting sail in
the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race in Australia yesterday.
The team got off to a strong
start in Sydney Harbour and at
press time were in fifteenth place
in an overall fleet of 157 entries,
the fourth largest number of entries in the race’s history.
Naval Group were travelling
along just over 16 knots, some
32 miles behind race leader SHK
Scallywag, the winner of the
Antigua Bermuda Race this
year.
Bermuda sailor Nagel is
among a vastly experienced crew
handpicked by skipper Sean
Langman, who is making his
29th appearance in the prestigious race and is regarded as one
of Australia’s most experienced
offshore yachtsman.
Naval Group finished eleventh in last year’s race in an
elapsed time of two days, 11hr
14min.
“This year, our compact
team of Naval Group employees and professional sailors are
galvanised to deliver the best
possible outcome for the yacht,”
Langman said. “With the skills
and collaboration of this crew,
our aim is to finish the race and
ensure a very good rank on corrected time for the Tattersall
Cup.”
Naval Group was originally launched in 2008 under the
name Moneypenny.
Nagel, who has a master’s degree in engineering with naval
architecture, has considerable
blue-water experience under her
belt having also competed in
other prestigious offshore races
such as the Volvo Ocean Race,
Rolex Fastnet Race and Royal
Ocean Racing Club Caribbean
600.
The professional sailor made
her offshore debut in 2016 when
she sailed from New York to
Bermuda in a 46ft foiling catamaran accompanied by Oracle
Team USA pair Jimmy Spithill
and Rome Kirby.
Nagel also serves as a data
analyst for Great Britain SailGP
Team that finished fourth
among the six nations that competed in the inaugural SailGP
Championship this year.
The team, led by helmsman
Dylan Fletcher, the former 49er
world champion, made history
after breaking the sport’s elusive
50-knot speed barrier during
training ahead of the Cowes
SailGP event, which they hosted
back in August.
Their 50-foot foiling catamaran, the racing class used for the
35th America’s Cup, which Bermuda hosted, was clocked travelling at a record speed of 50.22
knots.

Art inspired by island’s colours
Jessie Moniz Hardy

A

rtist Zoe Dyson
Hedstrom has been
living in Greenwich,
Connecticut,
for
years. However, the
colours of a New England
autumn and winter, have never
really caught on with her.
Instead, she prefers the bright
hues of her island birthplace.
“All of my work is motivated
by Bermuda,” she said.
“There are no colours like
the colours in Bermuda. There
is not a day that goes by that I
don’t think of Bermuda.”
It was the island’s pinks, blues
and greens that she poured into
her entry for a public art display
competition in Bermuda earlier
this year.
Last month she was one
of 12 local artists chosen to
display work at the LF Wade
International Airport’s new
terminal in St George’s.
Her piece in the new terminal
will consist of a large shadow box
depicting Bermuda’s colours and
architecture in a contemporary,
cubist style.
It will not be the first piece

of her art work to grace the
airport. In August 2018, she
won the Current Vehicles and
Masterworks Twizy Design
Competition. Her winning
entry sat in the arrival’s terminal
for several months.
“I think the last time I came
through it was gone,” she said.
She plans to create her
shadow box out of wood in
the design and engineering
lab at Greenwich Academy in
Connecticut, where she teaches.
“It will take some fabrication,” she laughed. “I’ll bring it
back to Bermuda in pieces and
assemble it here.”
Ms Hedstrom does not know
when it will be on display, but
her deadline is in March.
She grew up on Longford
Hill in Warwick. Her father
Archdeacon Thomas Dyson was
the minister at St Mary’s.
She was a good student at
Warwick Academy and went
off to Marlborough College, a
boarding school in Wiltshire,
England, after doing her
O-levels.
“I was going off to do some
big whoop-de-doo thing, but
then life just takes a different
turn,” she said.

An art teacher at the school,
Robin Child, inspired an interest
in art in her. Mr Child, head of
the art department at Marlborough was a bit of a legend in his
day. Today, his daughter, Lauren
Child, is well known for writing
and illustrating the Charlie and
Lola books.
After
secondary
school,
Ms Hedstrom had the chance
to study art and education at
university, but decided to do
something more practical.
“I became a physiotherapist,”
she said.
She trained at Addenbrooke’s
Hospital in Cambridge, but
always kept up with her art.
“Art has always been my
passion,” she said.
“I kept doing classes everywhere. This summer, I was at
the Royal College of Art in London, doing a class.
“Life turns out in funny
ways. We were living away. The
school in Connecticut, where my
daughter was attending needed a
part-time art teacher and they
asked me.
“Now I have an interest in
digital art and technology. That
is the way I am headed. Just
recently, they asked if I would

move into their engineering and
design lab.”
She does not regret becoming
a physiotherapist.
“It all adds up to the adventure
of life,” she said.
“I had a career at one stage
that allowed me to work at The
New York Hospital and then
Memorial
Sloan
Kettering
hospital, for example.
Now, I’ve ended up doing
what I wanted to do back then
anyway. And I have a lovely
daughter, Lulu, as a result of the
journey I took. As the Danish
philosopher Søren Kierkegaard
once said, ‘life can only be understood backwards; but it must
be lived forwards’.”
One of her challenges as an
artist, is gaining acceptance and
acknowledgement, given the
vast amount of talent that exists.

LIFESTYLE
‘

Either people love
your work or they
don’t. I am one of
those people who just
love to create

“If one is wanting to make
money off of art, there is the
added challenge of finding
clients or a gallery space or a
dealer,” she said.
Ms Hedstrom said it was also
sometimes hard, just to find the
time to create.
She does not necessarily
create to sell.
“I do it simply for the
pleasure and the challenge,” Ms
Hedstrom said.
“If people love the work and
want to buy it, that’s an added
bonus. I sell some; I give some
away, I let some sit in a corner
waiting to be discovered!”
Last year, her art was selected for Art Elevated, a public-art
initiative launched by the Garment District Alliance in Manhattan, New York. Art Elevated
prints the work of various artists
on to large banners and hangs
them up high, around the city
“One piece I did was a snippet
of a piece from Bermuda,” Ms
Hedstrom said. “It was placed
outside a hotel. The other piece
was of the Queen.”
Her work has also won
awards in Masterwork’s annual
Charman Prize competition.
This year, she also won an

award from Artrepreneur in the
United States, for her digital art
portfolio. But she is humble.
“Either people love your
work or they don’t,” she said. “I
am one of those people who just
love to create.”
Still, she has been thrilled to
receive e-mails from visitors to
the Hamilton Princess & Beach
Club, who have seen one of her
pieces on show there.
“They ask if I could sell
them a poster of the piece or
something,” she said.
“They say it just makes them
think of the colours of Bermuda.
When they go back home, they
would like to see that one on
their wall. The first message like
that I got I thought ‘wow, that is
the nicest thing. It is nice when
that happens, even if I don’t have
posters of it’.”
She simply wants people to
get pleasure from her work.
“I want them to get a sense of
connection to a place, person or
thing,” she said.
“Occasionally, there is a message. One particular message
I’ve explored in recent works is
in connection to overbuilding
and the resulting lack of arable
land in Bermuda.”
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Strykz bowling alley at Southside, said: “As a business owner, I want to ensure that Strykz
employees are able to give our

customers a great customer
experience. I view the Bermuda Tourism National Service
Standards Programme as a sure

way of Strykz delivering on that
promise and it also guarantees
that I’m setting up the employees for success.”
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‘

Man has an incurable habit of not fulfilling
the prophecies of his fellow men

— Alistair Cooke, Anglo-American broadcaster (1908-2004)
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World’s gamble with climate change
Opinion

Al
Seymour

W

ithout
dramatic
adjustments
in
reducing dangerous
emissions
from
massive operations
throughout the world, within ten
years scientists fear climate change
could produce catastrophic results on
a global scale.
It would seem we are talking about
the latest fiction movie, but if powerful
nations plough ahead in producing
escalating levels of greenhouse gases
— ignoring warnings from scientists
— the outlook is gloomy.
There are sceptics who dismiss the
issue of climate change as nothing
new. However, ice in the Arctic
continues to melt at an alarming rate
from higher global temperatures. That
water flows into oceans, resulting in
higher sea levels that threaten lowlying land areas.
At the moment, there is no need
to make a mad dash for the hills, but
without immediate action to further
curb dangerous emissions, scientists
say that it could be too late within 30
or 40 years.
The latest United Nations report
on climate change cites 20 of the
world’s wealthiest nations as being
responsible for 70 per cent of emissions
that contribute to changing weather
patterns, causing severe storms, along
with droughts, especially in parts of
Africa, where hundreds of people and
animals scramble for water to survive.
Recently, a shocking BBC report
revealed that in recent months,
through drought, more than 200
elephants in Zimbabwe perished,
unable to find water as a number
of rivers vanished in scorching
temperatures.
According to the report, the
nation of Zimbabwe is in a crisis as
officials seek solutions to a problem
that is believed to be linked directly
to climate change. Solving the
problem will be a challenge because

Photograph by Luca Bruno/AP

Warning signs: St Mark’s Square after severe flooding hit Venice, Italy, in November
coal production has been cited in
areas around the world as a significant
contributor to changing atmospheric
conditions. According to the BBC
report, Zimbabwe relies on coal
production to boost its economy.
An important factor in addressing
climate change, according to a UN
representative, is that without an
international effort involving all
nations, including America, Britain,
France, Canada and Russia, a lone
nation taking steps would have little
effect in tackling the problem.
According to the latest UN
report, powerful nations have
failed to honour pledges to curb
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‘

Many are concerned that
world leaders are not
facing up to scientific
data that shows clearly
an urgent need to reduce
emissions

emission levels. That is a concern
because it means emphasis is placed
on economic growth instead of
collectively trying to seek ways to cut
emissions, which would slow the rate
of climate change.
Recently, Venice experienced unprecedented high water levels, which
disrupted much of its normal activity.
The writing seems very clear on the
wall that something is happening,
leading to ocean levels rising.
Each
year
produces
more
powerful hurricanes capable of severe
devastation and loss of life. Climate
change should never be taken lightly.
With political upheavals in so many
countries, and people struggling in
some regions trying to survive deadly
violence, news services have a difficult
time covering often dangerous global
events while still maintaining a close
watch on developments connected
to climate change and the effect it is
having around the world.
In addition to storms and
droughts, there have been huge
fires on an unimaginable scale,

especially in California and Australia,
with growing concern that higher
temperature caused by climate change
has been a factor.
Many
are
concerned
that
world leaders are not facing up to
scientific data that shows clearly an
urgent need to reduce emissions.
Perhaps, with growing voices and
demonstrations that demand these
leaders acknowledge climate change,
there may be a glimmer of hope that
enough pressure can be applied with
UN backing to force them to comply
with emission restrictions.
Climate change is a real-life
drama, with every citizen on Earth
a member of the cast. The ocean
floor could expand significantly as it
swallows up more land from melting
ice. If world leaders are to prevent the
unimaginable, they will have to do
more now.
The greatest risk could be in
gambling that the scientists are
wrong. Losing the battle to protect
our environment is too big a gamble
to take. There may not be a next time.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Write to us at letters@royalgazette.com

Island must preserve its natural woodland
Dear Sir,
I have just read online two Royal
Gazette Letters to the Editor
appealing for the conservation of
Bermuda’s tiny remaining reserves
of natural woodland. Also a
pertinent letter/article on the world
environment and climate change, etc.
In the climate change piece, the
Adani coalmine in North Queensland,
Australia, is mentioned. Australia
should be ashamed for giving approval
to this project — although the country
as a whole didn’t, of course.
Many here think it is a disgrace.
Protesters will be travelling up
there from the Byron Bay area this
month. One further difficulty in
their democratic protest will be this
[Australian] government’s attempt to
legislate to criminalise such protests.
More dangerous symptoms, as many
governments incline further to the
right wing.

That said, I read the Wingate
letter with deepening dismay. It is,
as is customary with his pertinent
letters to this newspaper, detailed,
well-explained and lucid in its
arguments and warnings.
Back in the early Seventies, as a
young science teacher, I was part of
a group introduced to the precious
remnants of Bermuda’s natural
environment. I remember being
struck at the time, having come
from England, by how little natural
environment seemed even then to be
remaining. But I will remember his
informed enthusiasm as conservation
officer.
We have Surinam cherry and
lantana here, but I learnt about
them from David Wingate. [And the
children of Purvis Primary School:
“Morris! Cherries, they’re tasty, you
know!”]
I’m certain the dedicated labours

of David Wingate and others must
have contributed to such patches of
woodland as do remain.
I am well aware of the problems
and pressures humankind places
on their environment for a host of
reasons. But I heartily concur with
Dr Wingate’s arguments in this
newspaper. I shudder every day at
the horrors now being inflicted by
inappropriate developments [and
overtourism] on the town I have
inhabited for three decades. I now
refer to Byron Bay as one of the
“greed hubs” of Australia.
Much is approved and driven
by money interests, which have
the approving ear of governments,
local, state and federal. I see similar
happening everywhere I have lived
and worked: England, the Solomon
Islands and here in Australia, of
course.
I recently read an interesting letter

in The Royal Gazette about Bermuda
and its view on future viability as a
place to be visited, etc. The letter was
sent from Brighton, England, where
the correspondent lived. I recall he
emphasised the need to maintain
Bermuda’s essential differences.
I’m certain that not turning the
whole place into a mass of pretty
pastel cottages [and office blocks
— I know capitalism loves building
things!] laced with gardens in the
interstices [and the odd green of a
golf course] is the way to preserve
that. It is, I believe, imperative for
the reasons Dr Wingate supplies,
that these supposedly protected
fragments of natural environment
in Bermuda are conserved into the
uncertain future.
DAVID MORRIS
Byron Bay,
New South Wales,
Australia
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Classified List Advertising

Colour Rates

Type of Classified
List Advertising

Number of
Insertions

Cost Per Insert Extra Word Cost
20 Words
Each Insert

Special Effects
Each Insert

Advert Size

Rate

Regular Listing

1-6 Times

$19.50

$0.77

$2.40

21” or less

$199

Regular Listing

7 or Times

$12.09

$0.77

$2.40

22” or more

$499

1 Month Daily

26 Times

$7.50

$0.32

$1.07

Business Directory

13 Times

$79.16

$0.37

$1.12

Classified Only

Rate

Business Directory

26 Times

$157.75

$0.37

$1.12

10” or less

$99

Display Advertising

(Column inches)

Stand By
Advertisements

For Annual Spending
Commitments of

Contract
Level

Receive a Per
Column Inch Rate of

Discount Off
Non-Contract Rate

$0 - $3,599

0

$25.75

N/A

$3,600 - $7,199

1

$22.92

11%

$7,200 - $10,799

2

$21.84

15%

$10,800 - $21,999

3

$20.44

21%

$22,000 - $44,999

4

$17.84

31%

$45,000 - $74,999

5

$14.81

42%

Customers are requested to
review our insertion-machine
specifications to achieve
efficient distribution.

$75,000 -

6

$13.18

49%

1-4 pages

$1,500
$1,750
$2,000

Stand by ads must be camera
ready and qualify for additional discounts of up to 35%.

Insertion Charges

Not For Profit

7

$11.69

4-10 pages

Charities

8

$10.17

11 or more

Advertising Sizes/Dimensions
1/4 Page - 3colx11
5.83x11

Full Page
- 6colx21
11.83x21

1 col x3
1.83x3

1 col x4
1.83x4

1 col x5
1.83x5

1 col x2
1.83x2
2col x2
3.83x2
1/2 Page Landscape
- 6colx11
11.83x11

2col x3
3.83x3

2col x4
3.83x4
1/2 Page Portrait
- 3colx21
5.83x21

NOTE All sizes are in inches. See Mechanical requirements.

3col x3
5.83x3

3col x5
5.83x5

2col x5
3.83x5

Hand Insertion
For all insertions that do
not meet the insertion
specifications, your insertion
will have to be handinserted and will incur a 25%
surcharge.
Insertion Specifications
• 7”x7” to 11”x17”
• Minimum weight 100lb
single copy
Partial Distribution
An additional surcharge
applies for partial
distribution at $250. For
inquiries, please speak to
your sales representative.
Any insert that we print for
you receives 10% off any
insertion charges.
Note: advertising that is
deemed competitive in
nature must be approved
by RG Management.

Ad Specifications
Ad Size Limitations

Advertising Space

Deadlines

Minimum depth of advertisements of 2 inches (except classified business directory). Copy
exceeding 18 inches in depth accepted only in full column depth. Double-truck advertisements are available on request and are subject to production requirements. Charges are
13 columns by 21 inches for full pages. Minimum size for double-truck and double-page
spreads is 10 columns by 10 inches with 6 columns on one page and 4 columns on the facing
page plus the page “gutter” charged as one column.

The Royal Gazette
Advertisement Booking:
Copy and graphics due 3pm,
2 working days prior to
publication.

Guaranteed Positions

Late Advertisements:
Accepted based on availability
of space.

Guaranteed-position surcharges are as follows:
25% Surcharge
• Back Page
• Business Front Page
• Lifestyle Front Page
• Sport Back Page
• Pages 2-7
• Double Truck

15% Surcharge
• Back of Section
• Business Section Pages 2 & 3
• Sport Section 2 & 3
• Weather

Classified List Advertisements:
12pm, one working day prior to
publication.
Legal Advertising:
Camera-ready advertisements
due 3pm, 2 working days prior to
publication.

Note: Special instructions for multiple-page locations apply.

No designer? We can help!

Delivery/Camera-Ready
Advertisements:
All ads due by 3pm 2 working days
prior to publication.

For a minimal fee and based on ad size, one of our graphic designers can create your ad.
Speak to your sales representative for details.

Graphic Design Rates

All advertisements delivered
beyond deadline are subject to
a surcharge.

Advert Size (Column inches)

Rate

16” or less

$25

17” or more

$25 + $1.50 pci

Mechanical Data Requirements
To achieve the optimal print product in newsprint, customers are requested to use the following guides for newspaper print ads:
CAMERA READY AD

PUBSET ADS

RESOLUTION

212 dpi

212 dpi

COLOR

CMYK / Grayscale, 100% black registration for black text

CMYK/ RGB/ Grayscale

TOTAL INK

240% maximum

240% maximum

FONTS

Recommended legibility 9 point minimum for body text
and 7.5 point minimum for captions/disclaimers

Recommended legibility 9 point minimum for body text
and 7.5 point minimum for captions/disclaimers

FILE TYPES

Ad: PDF

Logos: EPS, AI, JPG, TIFF
Photos: JPG, TIFF, PDF
Text:
Word, PDF

The newspaper is measured in picas. A single newspaper pages measures at 6 colums wide by 21 inches tall. A conversion is as follows:
COL

PICAS

INCHES

COL

PICAS

INCHES

COL

PICAS

INCHES

1

11

1.83

4

47

7.83

13

146

24.395 Double Truck

2

23

3.83

5

59

9.83

3

35

5.83

6

71

11.83

Terms & Conditions
These general conditions for acceptance of advertising do not
limit the Publisher from other policies and procedures which
apply to advertising.
A. It is understood and agreed by the advertiser that the reconstruction of
advertisements, price changes and excessive copy changes cannot be
made by the Publisher after advertisements have been set according to
the advertiser’s original layout and copy.
B. All copy and type arrangements are subject to the approval of the Publisher.
The Publisher reserves the right to edit, revise or reject any advertisement;
however, the Publisher will endeavour to contact the advertiser before
advertisements are affected within the meaning of this clause.
C. If an advertisement is deemed by the Publisher to be an editorial-style
advertisement, the Publisher reserves the right to insert above or below
such advertisement the word “Advertisement”. The use of regular news
typefaces or facsimile type styles, which may mislead readers into
interpreting an advertisement to be news content, is not permitted.
If an editorial-style advertisement contains a display advertisement, then
the display ad must be positioned to the lower right corner anchored to
the bottom of the page. All editorial-style advertisements are subject to
the approval of the Sales Director.
D. The advertiser assumes full and complete responsibility and liability for
the content of all advertising copy submitted, printed and published
persuant to the Agreement, and shall indemnify and save the Publisher
harmless against any demands, claims or liability arising from the printing
or publication of said advertising copy. The advertiser shall reimburse the
Publisher in settlement of claims or in satisfaction of judgments obtained
by reason of the printing or publication of such advertising copy together
with all expenses incurred in connection therewith, including, but not
limited to, legal fees and cost of litigation.

such error occurred, whether such error is because of the negligence of
its servants or otherwise and there shall be no liability for non-insertion
of any advertisement. To obtain credits for space charges, that advertiser
must examine the first insertion and inform the Publisher so that the next
insertion may be corrected if required. Request for credits will not be
accepted more than 7 calendar days after the first publication date of the
advertisement.
H. The Publisher reserves the right to increase the advertising and other rates
at any time with the minimum notice period of two weeks. The advertiser
reserves the right to cancel an existing agreement at any date upon which
the higher rates are made effective by the Publisher. The Publisher reserves
the right to back-rate and re-rate any unfulfilled agreement.
I.

Advertisers wishing credit terms must make application through the
Accounts Department of The Royal Gazette Limited before credit may be
extended.

J.

Credit cards may be used for the purchase of all advertising services if an
advertiser does not have an account. Most cards are accepted.

K. Accounts shall be paid within 30 days. Accounts that are overdue may be
subject to an interest charge and/or administrative charges.
L. Conditions for pre-printed inserts are available upon application to the
Advertising Department. Upon application, a copy of the pre-printed
insert must be presented, or details of the pre-printed insert must be given
to the Sales Director.
M. Colour advertising is accepted on the basis of colour availability on date of
insertion. Such details are available from the Adverting Department.
N. If for any reason an advertisement scheduled for guaranteed pages is
not published in that position, the normal advertising rates shall apply
and the guaranteed-position surcharge shall not apply. Credits or makegoods are not granted for failed-position request or when advertisement
is inadvertently positioned next to a competitor.

E. The advertiser agrees that The Royal Gazette Limited will not be
responsible for advertising material unless return delivery instructions are
received within 7 days after receipt.

O. Advertisements cancelled by the advertiser less than two full working days
prior to publication may be subject to 50 percent of space charge and/or
production charges incurred.

F.

P.

The advertiser agrees that the copyright of all advertisements prepared
by The Royal Gazette Limited will be vested in The Royal Gazette Limited.

G. The advertiser agrees that the Publisher shall not be liable for damages
arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount charged for the
space actually occupied by that position of the advertisement in which

An advertising proof sent to a customer becomes the final version of the
advertisement unless the Publisher is advised of proof errors in writing on
the proof by the appropriate deadline.

Q. Credits for reproduction, colour registration and failure to print colour will
be made at the discretion of the Sales Director on an assessment basis.

For all inquiries, please contact your Advertising Solution Specialist.

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES
Advertising Solutions Manager		Phone			E-mail
Carlene Spencer-Darrell 				

278-0111			carlene@bpmedia.bm

Advertising Solution Specialists				
Sales Team					295-5881			sales@bpmedia.bm
Classified Team					295-5881			classified@royalgazette.com
Shawn-Naé Cann					278-0117			sncann@bpmedia.bm
Marguerita Carter				272-2008			mcarter@bpmedia.bm
Stephanie Lovell 				278-8331			slovell@bpmedia.bm

